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Visionland soothes people 



and 



boosts 



economy 




Young People with Cool Jobs! During a recent storm the lifeguard crew of Visionalnd took a brief break 

Photo by Misty Hoi brook 



By Misty Hoibrook and 
Sarah Nagy 

On a hot July summer day, 
you and your friends are looking for 
something to do. So you think to 
yourselves, what about that new 
place, Visionland? Then one of 
your friends says, "How about Six 
Flags?" Now you have a problem: 
which one do you choose to go to? 

The first major theme park to 
open in the United States in the last 
five years was Visionland, which 
opened this May. Six Flags has 
been open since 1967. There are 
many differences between the two 
because of the time that they've 



been open. 

The main difference that was 
found is that while Visionland is a 
water and theme park, Six Flags is 
mainly a theme park. While 
Visionland has a roller coaster, the 
Screaming Rampage, with its 56 
mph ride and breath-taking 120- 
foot drop, Six Flags has the "Super 
Seven," It consists of everything 
from The Great American Scream 
Machine with its 1 05-foot drop and 
3,800 feet of track to the newest 
feature, Batman The Ride, with its 
ski-lift style track that soars with an 
estimated 4-G's of speed through 
two vertical loops, two outside cork- 
screws and a zero gravity roll. 



Another major difference is 
the distance which one must go to 
get to either theme park. While 
Visionland is approximately 30 
minutes away, Six Flags is a long 
three und-a-half hour drive. As well 
as the driving, a daily ticket at 
Visionland is $2 1 . Six Flags costs 
$34 a day. Season passes at 
Visionland are only $60, compared 
lo Six Rags $79 ticket price. 

Visionland is looking for its 
300,000th visitor, who will win a 
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Look for the sales, 

discount coupons, and 

special notices in the 

Courier's ads 



These companies are our 

special friends. Let 's 

support them! 

For advertising 

information call the 

publisher at 391-2278 



Future Issues 
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The Courier looks 
forward to one more is- 
sue this academic year — 
in August. A new year's 
worth of Couriers will 
begin in September. Let 
us know what you would 
like to know about Shel- 
ton by calling the pub- 
lisher at 391-2278. 



This college truly gets fired up 



By Chris Mink 

If you are ever in the 
atrium and happen to glance out 
the window behind the Shelton 
State campus and catch a large 
brick building engulfed in 
names, don't be alarmed. The 
fire is bul a training exercise for 
future fire-fighters. 

In March, the new Ala- 
bama Fire College campus at 
the back of Shelton State cam- 
pus opened its doors to begin 
training paid and volunteer fire 
fighters, emergency personnel, 
rescue squad members, and in • 
dustrial fire protection person- 
nel. 

Fire fighter training be- 
gan throughout the state of Ala- 
bama in 1935, Nit the Alabama 
State Fire College was not cre- 
ated until 1955. 



In 1975, the AlabamaFire 
Fighters Personnel Standards 
and Education act was passed 
by the Alabama Legislature. 
This act required forma! fire 
fighting education and certifi- 
cation within the first 12 
months of being employed by 
a for-pay fire department. 

The Alabama Fire Col- 
lege is divided into six training 
divisions with assigned areas 
of responsibility. The resident 
division is responsible for fire 
service training and the classes 
taught at the fire college cam- 
pus in Tuscaloosa. In 1997- 
98, the resident division 
trained more than 1 ,200 stu- 
dents. 

The Field division of 
the AFC coordinates fire ser- 



Fire cont'd on pg. 3 








The Alabama Fire College on the bck-40 of Shelton State features the 
smoke building and the fire pit . The facility trains thousands per year 
Photo by Misty Hoibrook 




Enjoying a Looney Summer — Lief Evans and Beth Key, both recent 
graduates of Shelton, are whooping it up this summer as cast members of 
Incident at Looney 's Tavern in Double Springs. Both Evans and Key have 
long entertainer resumes, with Key recently being selected as Miss 
Tuscaloosa Agriculture and as runner-up of Miss Shelton State. 
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Are you thinking about a 



mass com major 
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ATM in the ATRIUM 



ilh the pressures of classes, mid-terms and final exams, why 
should vou be concerned about the hassles of banking. With our ATM 
machine conveniently located in the Atrium and our FREE checking 
account, National Bank of Commerce is the best choice. We can't take 
away all of your worries. Banking just won't be one of them. 
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NEW T1MK. NEW WORLD NtW SHELTON 

MEMBER FDIC 

For More Information About Shelton State Preferred Banking Services 

Call Terry Hochwarter at 345-5870 



Shelton Stale is the right place to see how you might like to major in mass 
communication for your Bachelor's degree. We currently offer three courses that will 
give you a good taste of not only what a major in a mass communication field is like but 
will also give you a taste of the profession you may want to enter one day. 

MCM 100 Introduction to Mass Communication 

This is the overview class that anyone who might be thinking of a mass com major 
will want to take right away. The course gives students a good introduction to each of 
the professional fields involved in the major: advertising, public relations, television, 
radio, motion pictures, magazines, newspapers, and books. The classes, however, arc 
not a series of dry discussions. For each area, a professional in the field is brought in so 
students can set a first-hand account of what the life is like. The course is open to anyone 

ha 

who would like to find out more of how the mass media.influence our daily lives. It is 
especially recommended for anyone who would like to examine the details of studying 
the exciting and growing field of mass communication. 

MCM 130 News Reporting 

A career in any field of mass communication begins with writing. The bottom line 
in all mass communication careers is professionals' ability to express themselves with 
the written word. This class gives students practical and real hands-on experience in 
writing for an audience. Students learn the theories and terminology of journalistic 
writing while simultaneously practicing the craft and art of newspaper writing. By the 
end of the course, all students should see their bylines in print in the Shelton State 
Courier. With the skills learned in this one class, students will know the basics of how 
to write for any publication outlet. It's the perfect start to an exciting career as a 
professional writer. 



Six Flags is 
still the fav... 

The wind whistling through 
your ears, body jerking from side 
to side, and then the sudden rush of 
adrenaline pumping through your 
veins when your body plummets to 



the ground... These sensations can 
only be experienced on a roller 
coaster at an amusement park. 

For years residents of Ala- 
bama have had to go out of state to 
experience these parks. Finally, we 
have an amusement park of our own, 
Visionland. 

Since Visionland opened up in 



May I have heard many stories 
about the park. I usually don't 
have much spare time because of 
my job and school to go and enjoy 
an amusement park. So I won- 
dered how often do Shelton stu- 
dents attend amusement parks per 
year. I found that one-third (33%) 
of the students surveyed said they 
visited amusement parks twice a 



year. Interestingly (20%) of the stu 
dents were like me and did not visit 
amusement parks at all during the 

year. 

I wanted to find out what per- 
centage ot students had actually at- 
tended Visionland* Only 17% of 
the Shelton State students surveyed 
had been to Visionland. The low 
Shelton turnout can be attributed to 



the park just opening up. 

Curious, about the low turn- 
out I wondered if Shelton students 
were even planning on visiting 
Visionland next. Amazingly, 1 
found that only (37%) were plan- 
ning on visiting Visionland next. 
The majority of students surveyed 
(53%) said they would go to Six 
Flags next. 



IThe Bell Poll 

Bv: Louis Bell 



m 



Helton §s>tate Courier 

Editor: James A. Crawford II 
News Editor: Kimberly Davis 



of Shelton State students have 
visited Visionland 



How often do students attend 
amusement parks per year? 

33%- 2 times 
20%- 1 time 
20%- none 
17%- 3 times 

7%- 5 times 

3%- 4 times 



Of the students who have visited 
Visionland how did they like it? 

60%- Very much 
20%- OK 
20%- Not at all 



Which amusement 
park will students visit 
next? 

53%- Six Rags 
37%- Visionland 



Staff Writers: Chris Bailey, 
Coy Mozingo and members 
of the MCM 130 class 



This newspaper is printed by 

M&M Printing 
in Aliceville, Ala. (800) 367-7891 



Publisher: Dr. Jim Kenny 
Assistant to the Publisher: 
Chris Bailey 

Production Assistants Julie 
Masse ngale 



The Shelton State Courier 
is a "campus newspaper** written 
and produced with the help of stu- 
dents. 

Among other functions, it is 
ntended as a vehicle for student 



expression and all students are 
urged to participate with sub- 
missions of written and artistic 

aterial. 

The college seeks to ful- 
fill the statement for academic 
freedom in working with the 
students in the production of 
this paper: 

'The college seeks to pro- 
vide an atmosphere conducive 
to open and honest intellectual 
inquiry in any college forum 
which is appropriate for dia- 
logue and student participation. 
The students should feel free to 
exercise the right to dissent 
within limits of decorum and 
good taste." 

All publications are sub- 
ject to review by the Publica- 
tions Action Group, which has 
been delegated the responsibil- 
ity to review all college publica- 
tions for content and accuracy. 
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1998 Chevy Camaro. The park's 
500,000th visitor will win a 1 998 
Chevy S-10 pickup truck. 

Along with giving away gifts. 
Visionland is helping raise money 
for local charities, such as the 102- 
lap charity ride on the Rampage 
benefiting Magic Moments, spon- 
sored by WOW 102.5 FM. The 
park also has buy-one-get-one- 
free days on some Wednesdays. 
These are just a few of the pro- 
motions that are running 
throughout the summer. 

The B ible verse from Prov- 
erbs 29:18 "Where there is no 
vision, the people perish" gave 
Mayor Larry Langford the in- 
spiration for Visionland. He had 
a vision nine years ago to build 
a theme park benefiting the cit- 
ies that would help fund the 
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vice training at sites through- 
out the state. This division 
allows people from various 
communities who are unable to 
attend the fire college campus to 
participate in required training 
courses. 

The planning and finance 
division works in cooperation 
with the Executive Staff in staff 
recruitment. This division is also 
responsible for updating Ala- 
bama Fire College policy and 
procedure manuals. 

The Industrial training di- 
vision works under the control 
of the Resident Division. 
Through the efforts of this divi- 
sion, training courses can be of- 
fered to industry and business 
clients around Alabama. 

The Fire College Curricu- 
lum Division was founded in 
February of 1 992. It brought the 
AFC training qualifications to 
the level of the National Fire 
Protection Association, an up- 
grade of performance standard 
The Curriculum Division of the 
AFC is responsible for creating all 
of the instructional materials used 
by the certification courses such as 
teaching outlines, study guiides, 
workbooks and audio- visual mate- 
rials. 

The last division in the Pro- 
gram is Emergency Medicine. 
This division was transferred 
from the University of Alabama 
to the Fire College in 1 994. This 



project. These 1 1 cities are 
Adamsville, Bessemer, Birming- 
ham, Brighton, Fairfield, 
Hueytown, Lipscomb, 



in Bessemer. This makes the 
park bigger than Six Flags was 
when it first opened, and by all 
accounts the opening has been a 



* i 











: :r 



The Great American Scream Machine at Six Flags still rules in most 
minds Photo by Misty Holbrook 



Maytown, North Johns, Sylvan 
Springs, and Vance, The corpo- 
ration of Visionland purchased 
70 acres of land from U,S, Steel 



success. As one guest from 
Centerpoint said "It was nicer 
than I anticipated." 

As well as expanding each 



year, Visionland plans to lease 
some of the property to busi- 
nesses for an outlet mall, an in- 
door golf course, and an enter- 
tainment zone consisting of a 
skating rink, bowling lanes, and 
a movie theater. These additions 
are to help the community ben- 
efit from the park and also bring 
more jobs into the community. 

Employment for 

Visionland is already over 500 
seasonal positions, which con- 
sists mostly of teens, and 60 per- 
manent positions. The park hopes 
to one day employ as many, if 
not more, people than Six Flags 
which employs over 2,500 sea- 
sonal positions, making it the 
largest employer of teens in the 
southeast. 

Shops and rides are ar- 
ranged according to four themes 
that run throughout the park. 



which is currently looking for 
designs that will represent each 
of the four themes. Steel Waters 
is a seven-acre water park offer- 
ing visitors tube slides, interac- 
tive water play an a seemingly 
endless river attraction set amid 
industrial elements representa- 
tive of Bessemer' s steel heri- 
tage. Tower Works is an inter- 
active area with pumps, geysers 
buckets and water gags for all 
ages. A giant bucket dumps 
1 ,000 gallons on the entire struc- 
ture every 10 minutes. A PR 
representative for the park said, 
"People will stand under the 
bucket forever waiting for it to 
dump water on them. They love 

it:' 

The Mine Shaft is four 
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program is responsible for train- 
ing Emergency Medical Techni- 
cians from the basic to the para- 
medic level. 

The new Fire college adja- 
cent to the Shelton Martin cam- 
pus consists of three buildings. 
The Administrative building in- 



cludes the classrooms and of- 
fices. The smoke building and 
the bum pit are the interesting 
facilities where the training ex- 
ercises take place. 

So have the new location 
and added programs impacted 
fire service training? Deputy Di- 



rectorof Administration Tommy 
Taylor says, 'The new facility is 
much larger and better equipped 
than our previous site. The larger 
classrooms are much more con- 
ducive to learning and the im- 
proved drill fields area allows us 



*» 



to use more advanced and realis- 
tic training scenarios. This facil- 
ity has been very successful in 
our continuing fire training. 
Fire College is just like 
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Personal Banking Is Just Around ? A 
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Convenient bonking is just minutes away 

at the Bonk of Tuscolooso at Taylorville Corners. 

6800 Highway 69 South •391-1020 




Bank Of Tuscaloosa 



Simple, Highly Personal Banking. 



Member FDIC 
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Sometimes eating out is just so stupid 



Second in a three-part series of 

encouraging words from the world of 

credit and investment 

By Mark G. Sullivan V.P. and Chief 

Operating officer of the Bank of 

Tuscaloosa 

Now let's suppose Manny is in love 
with the almighty credit card. He loves to 
buy things with plastic! It gives him a 
feeling of power to be able to flash his 
Platinum Gold Card at a restaurant, and 
impress his date. It tells the world, "Hey, 
Vm worthy of credit." 

For one year, Manny (who earns 
$2,000 per month) spends $2 J 00 per month 
with the help of his credit card. At the end 
of a year, he has a balance of $ 1 ,200 on his 
card, and now sees the error of his ways. 
Well, what is it going to take to get him out 
of the hole? First, to pay out the $1,200 
balance in one year, assuming the card is 
accruing interest at 1 8.0% APR (as many of 
them do), it will require a monthly payment 
of $1 10. Manny must now adjust to a life 
style of $l,890/month disposable income 
($2,000- $110) versus the $2, 100 to which 
he has become accustomed! 

So why would a banker, whose orga- 
nization profits from the use of credit, be 



discouraging it? I do not believe that credit 
cards are inherently evil, but the tendency is 
there for a lot of people to use them in a 
manner which is inconsistent with the goal of 
achieving financial freedom. Any banker will 
tel I you that his or her best loan customers are 
those who use credit with prudence and re- 
sponsibility. Credit cards are great as a mat- 
ter of convenience. If you make the habit of 
paying off the balance of the card every 
month, it will help you avoid the credit card 
trap Manny fell into, and keep you from 
paying all that interest as well. 

A great alternative that provides the 
convenience of plastic without the surprise 
of a monthly credit card balance is a debit 
card. A debit card works like a check in that 
each charge is deducted directly from your 
checking account. Of course, you must reg- 
ister charges as you incur them or else you 
may become overdrawn, which is not good 
for you and will not make your bank happy. 
However, the debit card will help you avoid 
the habit of spending money you don't have. 

Next Issue: Mark G. Sullivan goes beyond 
telling you how to stay out of debt; he'll 
tell you how to gain wealth... 



Webmaster program is 
certified by the state 



Shelton Stale recently received noti- 
fication from the Alabama Department of 
Secondary education that the college's 
webmaster program has been reclassified as 
a 26-semester-hour certificate program, ef- 
fective fall Semester 1998. 

This past spring the College offered 
three Webmaster classes, ac- 
cording to Shelton President 
Tom Umphrey. "As a certifi- 
cate program," Dr. Umphrey 
said, "the college will now be 
able to present a formal award 
and certification to students who 
successfully complete the 
Webmaster program. M 

Since the Webmaster pro- 
gram will be part of the college's 
computer science curriculum, 
students will also have the option of using the 
webmaster as one of the courses leading to an 
associate in applied science degree in com- 
puter science," Umphrey said. 

According to Dr. Fred Gainous, Chan- 
cellorofthe Alabama College System, "Shel- 
ton has an existing Associate in Applied 
Science (AAS) and a Certificate in Computer 
science and the addition of the Webmaster 
short certificate represents a substantial com- 



"As a certificate 
program,'' Dr. Um- 
phrey said, "the col- 
lege will now he able 
to present a formal 
award and certifica- 
tion to students who 
successfully complete 
the Webmaster pro- 
gram. " 



cally advanced computer programs in the 
West Alabama region." 

"It is our understanding that the pri- 
mary offering will be housed on the C.A. 
Fredd Campus." Gainous added. 

The webmaster program provides stu- 
dents with the skills they will 
need to conceptualize and 
design Web pages and pub- 
lications. It will also provide 
them with the knowledge and 
skills they will need to au- 
thor HTML documents, ma- 
nipulate images, and con- 
struct and optimize graph- 
ics, image maps, sound, 
motion, forms, and interface 
options for web pages. 

Other skills offered 
through the program include managing web 
pages, updating information, and interfacing 
with other information systems. As part of 
the program, students will also learn how to 
select and run a server, set up a site, select and 
create web tools, and maintain a small-lo- 
medium-size Web site. 

Brad Moore is Webmaster for the col- 
lege and serves as the instructor of the pro- 
gram. For more information an the Webmaster 



Roll out those lazy, hazy, crazy days 
of summer ... anywhere in the world! 




Call George, Robin, Donna, 
or Georgine at: 

Duckworth Travel, Inc. 

1800 McFarland Blvd. N. 

Bedford Office Park, Suite 230 

Tuscaloosa, AL 35406 

(205) 345-8747 




rabburp'tf Coffee & led 
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Gourmet Coffees 
Gourmet Teas 



One Free Cup of Coffee * 
• University Malt • 



Gift Baskets 
Coffee/Tea Accesories 



pollard 



FINE DRY 
CLEAINIJMG 



Taylorville Corners: 759-9004 



— also— 

1440 Queen City Avenue: 752-8690 

Same Day Service on Dry Cleaning and Laundry 

4 

* 

Alteration and Repairs 
Leather Cleaning 




Congratulate ydur family and friends with 



Anniversaries 



Yard Yuks 



366-1551 



Special 
Occasions 






Birthdays 



mitment to develop one of the most techni- pr0 gram, call (205 ) 39 1 -2640. 



Only $39.95 for a yard full of cows, 

penguins, or flamingos, along with a 

personalized message from you! 



Holidays 
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(205) 
752-7000 



utdoors Unlimited,^ Inc. 



Paul's Sporting Goods is now 

Outdoors Unlimited, Inc 

DBA/Paul's 

Same Great merchandise, Same Great Prices 



6631 Hwy. 69 South 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35405 



Hunting, Fishing, Archery, Clothing & Much More 



GLOC 


INTERARMS 


DUOFOLD 


COLT 


ZEISS 


GERBER 


TSC 


BERETTA 


BENELLI 


LEUPOLD 



PSE BECHMADE MOSSY OAK TAURUS WINCHESTER JENNINGS BUCK 

REMINGTON SWIFT BEAR GALCO SMITH & WESSON WEATHERBY 

LIBERTY SAFES SIGARMS BROWNING SWAROVSKI ROCKY 

RUGER TASCO LACROSSE OL' MAN ROSSSI 

10X/ WALLS WARREN & SWEAT 



OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY— 9 a.m.-6p.m. 
Extended Hours During Hunting Season 

Gift certificates Available 



We're keeping all the good things the same. Only now we're—Unlimited! 



The 







Hwy. 69 South 



7M-50QO 



John Culhert, Owner 



Pork 
Ribs 

Hamburgers 
Chicken 



Shelton State 
ICommunity College 



Baked Beans 
Potato Salad 
Cole Slaw 
French Fries 



1 Mile 



To Tuscaloosa 



> 




Hwy 69 South 



As one customer said when 
he stopped by on his 
way to Atlanta, John*.. 

"Now That's 
World-Class Barbeque! 



» 
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Shelton Alumni to kick off 
1998-99 membership drive 

The Shelton State Alumni Association will kick off Us 1998-99 membership drive 
with a party on Friday, Aug. 7. 

The party will be held from 5-7 p.m. at Barrett's Brewpub and Eatery located on 
the corner of Greensboro and University Boulevard. 

Any member of the faculty and staff of the college or any student who is interested 
in joining the organization is encouraged lo attend. For more information on ihe party, call 

the Alumni Office, 391 2221 or 391-2252. 

Shelton grades available by 
Internet at getgrades.com 



A couple of years ago, Shelton Slate 
Community College contacted VoiceFX Cor- 
poration of Conshohocken, Pa. to distribute 
the student grades over the telephone. This has 
proven to be a very effective means of deliver- 
ing the information to the students. 

Starling with the spring seroesterof 1 998, 
VoiceFX corporation is also providing the 
student grades on the internet. This option is 
just as safe and secure as the telephone deliv- 
ery. 

To access the Internet site, you will need 
toenterWWW.getgrades.com on yourbrowser. 
On the introduction screen you will be asked to 
enter the last four numbers of the College's 1- 



888 number, this is 7722. You will then be 
asked for your Student ID (your Social 
Security Number) and your Date of Birth. 
If you want to use something other than 
your date of birth, you will neei 1 1 > contact 
someone in the Admissions Office before 
the grades are released. 

Spring grades will be available until 
about Aug. 7. The Summer grades. Split 
term and full term, are scheduled for re- 
lease on Aug. 14. 

Remember, there are now two ways 
to recieve your grades: 1 -888-39 1-SSCC 
or WWW.getgrades.com. 
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Plan for your future with... 

Electronics 

If you are interested in a career with a great future, 
you might want to think electronics. Electronics is one of 
the fastest growing career fields in the United States 
Today. At Shelton State Community College our elec- 
tronics technology department offers classes during the 
day and evening. Registration for fall semester is August 
19 and 20. Fall classes begin Monday, August 24. Call 
391-2460 or 391-2232 today to find out how you can get 
started. 





HILLCREST MAIL & COPY 

343-9544 

Mailbox Rentals * Copies 

Package Shipping * Fax 

Computer & Typewriter Rental 

Business Cards * Typesetting 

Laminating * Moving Boxes 

6521 Highway 69 South 

HILLCREST CENTER next to Jerry 
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Now Hiring 



The Taylorville Diner will be opening soon! We are now hiring for 
all positions. Previous restaurant experience is not required, but a great 
personality and a commitment to a job-well done is essential. 

°AH positions start above minimum wage 
°Meal discounts at 15th Street Diner, 
Northport Diner, and Cypress Inn 
°Flexibie schedules 
lull and part time work available 

Apply ai 1 5th Street Diner, Northport Diner, or Cypress Inn between 2:00 and 4:00 p.m., 
Monday -Friday. All offers of employment are conditional upon drug screening results 
and satisfactory references. EOE 



409 Univer- 
sity Blvd. E. 



758-2739 



The Students' Friend 

WARREN 

TIRE & AUTO CENTER 



COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE 



Front End Alignment 

■ Computer & Spin Balancing 

• Complete Brake Service 

■ Road Service 

• Cooling System Service 

- Air Conditioning Service & Repair 



NAME BRAND TIRES 



BF Goodrich * Regul 
Michelin • Stratton 
Sumitomo 



409 University 
Blvd. E. 



758-2739 







Clips are what count 1 

If you are majoring in any of the muss communication fields 
(journalism, advertising, broadcast & film, etc.) you should know that 
experience is what counts. No matter what your intended field is, you 
can get the experience you need to get a job by working on The Shelton 
State Courier, a professional newspaper about the college and its 
surrounding community. 



Get the experience you need for the job you really want. 



Roberts reviews... 

Saving Private 
Ryan 




By Brian Roberts 



War is hell That is exactly what Steven 
Spielberg's new film Saving Private Ryan 
demonstrates, in a way that has never been 
shown in film. With this film, Spielberg has 
created a realism that is both shocking and 
horrific. Calling this film "The year's best" 
would not be giving justice to its impact. The 
only film made this decade that has the emo- 
tional power reached in Saving Private Ryan 
was Spielberg's 1 993 classic Schindler'sList. 
The film is set in 1944 and begins with 
the Omaha Beach invasion by U.S. troops on 
the Normandy coast during World War II. A 
U.S. paratrooper. Private James Ryan, is 
known to be behind enemy lines. Within the 
last week, his three brothers have been killed 
in action, and the U.S government decides to 
send a team of eight men into German-held 
territory to find him and send him home. 

The cast of the film is highlighted by 
two-time Oscar winner (Philadelphia, 
Forrest Gump) Tom Hanks. In the past five 
years. Hanks has shown us the full range of 
acting, moving from comedy to drajna, and 
even mixing the two. His performance in this 
film is simply the best performance of his 
career. He plays Captain John Miller, the 
leader of the team sent to find Ryan. 

Hanks was at first hesitant to take the 
role. He and Spielberg knew, however, that 
Hanks was the one actor that could pull this 
role off to perfection, and a deal was finally 
made. 

Support i ng Hanks is a group comprised 
of mainly young actors. A few veterans 
make appearances, Ted Danson (Cheers) and 
Dennis Farina(G^/SAom' f Out of Sight), and 
Tom Sizemore (Heat) plays Hank's second 
in command. It is the young actors who 
control the plot of the film. The biggest name 
belongs to Oscar nominee Matt Damon (Good 
Will Hunting), but because Damon is playing 
Private Ryan, he only appears in the last part 



of the movie. It is actors like Giovani Ribisi 
(Suburbia), Edward Burns (The Brothers 
Mc Mullen), Adam Goldberg (Dazed and 
Confused) and Jeremy Davies (Spanking 
the Monkey)--w\\o might just get an Oscar 
nomination- that give the film the charac- 
ter-driven emotion that allows it to be so 
effective. 

What makes the film so poignant is its 
realism. Much like Schindler's List, it was 
originally given an NC-17 rating for vio- 
lence. In both cases, however, an R rating 
was given without any film being edited. 
Roger Eberl said, "This is not your father's 
war movie, this is your father's wan" That 
sums up the entire film. Roughly one half of 
the film's nearly three hours is spent during 
battle scenes, in which nothing is held back. 
People are shot, body parts are blown off, 
and even entire bodies blown to pieces. 
With beautiful cinematography from Janus/ 
Kaminski (Amistad), the battle scenes al- 
most look as if they are news-reel footage 
shot during the 1940's. 

With Saving Private Ryan, Steven 
Spielberg has further established himself as 
the greatest film maker currently working. 
He has been directing films for three de- 
cades now, and in each of those decades has 
created at least two movies widely consid- 
ered to be great: 1970' s~Jaws, Close En- 
counters of the Third Kind, 1980's- Raiders 
of the LostArk, EJ, The Extra Terrestrial, 
1990' s-Schindler's List, Saving Private 
Ryan. Expect to see this film not only do 
very well at the box office, but to also do 
very well when the awards are being handed 
out at the beginning of next year. 

Saving Private Ryan shows daily at 
Regal'sFox 12Cinemasal 12:30P.M.J:15 
p.m., 3:45 p.m., 4:30 p.m., 7 p.m., 8 p.m., 
and 10:15 p.m. Rated R for language and 
extreme graphic violence. 168 minutes. 
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BULLET! 




By Kim 



I is 






Students should be aware that 
come the end of summer, there will be a 
few changes in school policy. 

First of all, the last day for normal 
registration is Aug. 20. Any registra- 
tions after this date will be considered 
late registration and subject to a $25 late 

fee. 

For students on scholarships and 
on tight budgets, this could be disas- 
trous. Also, students should know that 
the hourly rate for class registration will 
be increased from $47.50 last fall to $52 
this fall. Again, this could easily disrupt 
a tight budget. So this fall don't be 
caught unawares. 



During schedul- 
ing for the fall semester 
many students noticed 
the changes in course 
imbcrs and names tor 
the math classes. These 
changes were made to 
make transfers to four- 
year much easier for stu- 
dents. 

C a m i I I e 
Cochrane, head of the 
math department, ex- 
plains that the changes 
put Shelton in line with 
all the other colleges in 
the slate. 

Math faculty 
members urge sLudents 
to be careful about course 
numbers and pre requi- 
sites in this transitional 
time. 



This fall, students may 
be offered the opportunity to 
save a little money on their 
food budgets. The Shelton 
food court is working on 
meal plans for those who 
frequent the food court. At 
this point, there are plans for 
three plans at $100, $150 and 
$200 each, saving the stu- 
dents anywhere from 14-16%. 
The plans include one meat, 
two vegetables, a roll and a 
drink — up to $4 in value. 
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You tell me 



is it a "sin" to be gay 



9 



I was born a Southern Baptist and 
continued in that faith for 24 years. 

Yet I do not believe that homosexual- 
ity is inherently evil — in the parlance ol 
organized religion, in other words, a "sin," 

Yes, I am quite aware of what the 
Bible says toward homosexuality. I just 
chose not to believe in its opinion, because 
after all, that's what the ethics of the Bible 
are — a collection of opinions of how we 
should live our lives, written by only a few 
select men, a couple of thousand years ago, 
in a different time and a different culture. 

My choice not to believe in certain 
parts of what the Bible says is done in much 
the same way thai different denominations 
take the parts they agree with and leave out 
the parts that they don't. It's no different, 
and society has been doing it for long, long 

time. 

1 think thai the gay life-style is a 
personal matter that a person should be able 
to deal with themselves. 

Gay people are not weird or different 
than anyone else in society. They make 
choices about the things they want in their 
lives. The ability to think and reason is 
inherent in all of us. How then can searching 
out what you are curious about and want in 
life be evil — be a sin? 

Many years ago it was considered a 
sin to say the world was round. Years after 
that it was considered a sin to say that the 
Earth wasn't the center of the universe. 



In both of those cases, though, human reason 
prevailed due to the courage and perseverance of 
people like Galileo, Newton and Columbus, who 
went ahead and committed their so-called sins, and 
we've all prospered since. 

Perhaps we are on the frontier ol a new under- 
standing of human biology, and only a tew have the 
courage to look over the edge. 

The sin I feel in my gut is to believe in 
something only for the purpose of not having to find 
out what the truth is. Not having to work to under- 
stand things is a lazy person's way out of dealing 
with the facts of nature. 

We all have curiosities about the world we live 
in and we seek out answers to these things. Science 
strives to understand the world and the creatures in 
it— neither asserting answers nor buHding walls 
against things it doesn't know. 

Our moral responsibility as a nation shouldn't 
be governed solely on what personal feelings some- 
one has but in what we as Americans all know: all 
people under God are created equal and deserve each 
and every right afforded to the next person. 

Living should be a right not a struggle. Every- 
one should have a place in society and everyone 
should have a say in that society. 

To exclude any one person or group, because 
you don't understand their biology feels to me like 
something lazy and inherently evil — a sin. 

I am not a homosexual, yet 1 cannot condemn 
those who are. That's how I feel. But now you tell 
me: Is it a **siiT to be gay? 

By James A. Crawford II 



Presented by the Shelton Food Court off the Atrium in 

Shelton State Community college 



For a run-down of the day's menu, call the 
menu hotline at 391-2336 



Off-campus submissions are welcome 

Send your comments to 

Shelton State Courier 

9500 Old Greensboro Rd 

Tuscaloosa, AL 35405 
The editorial selected most interesting and relevant by the staff will win its writer a free lunch at 

the Shelton Food Court 



Fire cont'd from pg. 3 



any other college, only hotter. 
There is much more going on in 
that building behind our campus 
than one would think at first glance. 
Rick Rogers, assistant to 
Shelton President Umphrey, said, 
-t We enjoy an excellent relationship 
with the Fire College and are very 
proud of their national reputation. 

'The fire college trains over 
13,000 individuals each year from 
throughout Alabama and many states 
in the country. So many of us benefit 
from the training there — not just the 
Fire College students. " 



Visionland cont'd from pg. 3 



completely enclosed dark tubes with dizzying 
twists and turns leading to a huge splash pool. 
The Warrior River is a three-foot deep water- 
jet-propelled river, and Quarry Bay is an in- 
teractive area for children. 

Overall, Visionland is, by consensus 
opinion, agood theme park such as Six Flags. 
As Birmingham continues to grow, Bessemer 
will soon expand and be large enough to 
house a major theme and water park as well as 
pull-in visitors from surrounding states. 

As one Visionland guest from Alabaster 
said, "This is one tourist attraction that will 
definitely grow." 



Bloch» Capezio • Danskin • gymnastics wear 




Hilkrest Shopping Center 
Hwy. 69 South 
Tuscaloosa, AL 



Mon-Thurs: 10 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Fri.: 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Sat: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 



345-1919 
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MY DEGREE GOT ME THE INTERVIEW. 

ARMY ROTC GOT ME THE JOB. 



Things got pretty competitive 
for this job. I'm sure my college 
degree and good grades kept me in 
the running. But in the end it was the 
leadership and management expe- 
rience I got through Army 
ROTC that won them over. Army 




ROTC taught me responsibility, self- 
discipline and leadership. Those 
are things you just can't learn from a 
textbook. I don't know where I'd be 
right now if I hadn't enrolled in Army 
ROTC, but I do know one thing 
for sure ... I wouldn't be here. 



ARMY ROTC 

SMARTEST COLLEGE COURSE YOU CAN TAKE 



Register Now For 
MSC 101 Leadership/National Security TH 
MSC 1 1 Physical Training W 

MSC 201 Basic Military Skills MW 



2:00-2:50pm 
6:00-6:50am 
1:00-1 :50pm 



IHr 
lHr 
2Hrs 



For details call Army ROTC at (205) 348-1055 



